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1922-1045
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1894-

1904-1906

1906

1922

1923-

1934

1945-

HIS EXCELLENCY FRANCOIS-XAVIER ROSS

Bishop of Gaspe (first)

Born Saturday March 6th at Grosses-Roches, Matane Co.

Gaspe. Son of Joseph Ross and Marcelline Gendron.

Educated.

Classical studies, Seminary of Quebec.

Theological studies Seminary of Rimouski.

Ordained priest by His Excellency Albert-Andre Blais

Bishop of Rimouski on Tuesday May 19th at the cathedral

of Rimouski.

Studied in Rome.

Doctor of canonical Law Rome.

Elected to the see of Gaspe on December 11th.

Consecrated bishop by His Excellency Di Maria Bishop

of the Apostlic Delegate on Tuesday May 1st at Jacques

Cathedral Gaspe •

Appointed August 26th assistant to the Pontifical throne •

Died Thursday July 5th, at Quebec in the 77jh year of

his age, the 52nd, year of his priest-hood and 23rd

year of his episcopate.

Buried in the Ursuline cemetery at Gaspe B sin.~
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HIS EXCELLENCY ALBINI LEBLANC.

19~5-1957 Bishop of Gaspe (Second)

189~- Born Friday May the 1st at BOQcto~che N.B. Son of

Joseph LeBlanc and Marie Cormier.

Educated;

Classical Studies at Caraquet college N.B.

Theological studies seminary Halifax.

1921- Ordained priest by His Excellency Edward LeBlanc.

Bishop of Saint John N.B. on Sunday May the 15th.

At the st John's cathedral, Saint-Joim, I'T.B.

192~- Studied in Rome.

1925- Doctor of Theology Rome.

19~O- Consecrated bishop by His Excellency Bishop Melan~on.

ArchBishop,of Honcton, Tuesday, February the 11th at

Ass;mption Cathedral.

19~5- Elected to the see of Gaspe December the 22.

19~5- Enthror:edbishop of Gaspe. (second) on Hay the 8

at the Christ the King Cathedral, Gaspe.

1957- Died Friday, May the 17 in ~ighway accident at St-Ma-

jorique de Fontenelle Gaspe, in 6~th year of his age,

the 36th year of his priesthood and the 17th year

of his episcopate.

Buried in the Jacques Cartier cemetery Gaspe.
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l1GR. PAUL JONCAS.

1952- Vicar-General of Gaspe.

1919- Born, December 31, at St-Maurice Gaspe.

19~5- Ordained priest by his Excellency Charles-Eugene

Parent, Archbishop of Rimouski, on Hay 27, at

St-Maurice Church, St-Maurice, Gaspe.

19~6- Licence in theoligy Laval University, Quebec.

1950- Doctor of canonical Law Rome.

1952- Appointed Vicar-General of Gaspe on September the 8.

195~- Domestic Prelate.

CANON HONOP~ CAVANAGH.

1955- Chancellor of Gaspe.

1918- Born, March the 6th at St-Omer Bonaventure.

19~- Ordained priest by his Excellency F.X. Ross bishop of

Gaspe on June 18th at St-Omer church, st-Omer Bonaventure.

1955- Appointed chancellor of the diocese of Gaspe on September

the 8.

1956- Appointed chief canon July the 6.

THE REVERE1TDFATHER JEROHE Dt;IGUAY.

1957- Secretary to the bishop and master of ceremonies.

1921- Born, October the 2nd at Grand River Gaspe.

1950- Ordained priest by His Excellency Albini Leblanc,

bishop of Gaspe on June the 8th.

1957- Appointed secretary to the bishop, and master of

ceremonies of December the 4th.
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STAFF OF '1'H~ BISHOPRIC

HIS ExCELLENCY A~CHBISHOP-~Jt~~f PAUL BEriNIEh

1957- .~Y1M1Mt-Boishop o~'Gaspe. (Third)

1906- Born January lA, at Saint Sauveur, ~uebec. Son of Joseph

Arutl,ur Bernier, organist, coniposer an:j professor of music

at La\oal University, and of Marie Louise Cat~. His father

was organist at Saint Sauveur from 1906-1914; at Notre-Dame

de Jac~ues Cartier from 191~-17, and at St.-Jean Baptiste

from 1917-1943.

Archbishop-Bishop Bernier is a nephew of heverend

Father Hippolyte Bernier, a former parish priest of Lauzon.

Me is a nephew of Alphonse Bernier, a former deputy minister

for Levis, in the Provincial House; also a nephew of Doctor

Eudore Bernier of Bea~ceville. rtlS grandmother Melvina

Turgeon was first cousin to Cardinal Louis Nazaire Hegin,

d rorme~ archbishop of Quebec. Doctor Charles Eugene Cote,

Deputy Minister of ~ain~ ~auveur and speaker of the Legisl-

ative Asse~bly 1912-16, was a brother of his mo~her.

EDUCATION:

1912- Primary studies: The sisters of Charity in Quebec, a~ ~he

Jardin de L'Enfance of Saint Sauveur, and at the Pensionnat

dt. Loujs-de-Uonzague.

1916- Entered the little Seminary of Quebec.

1924- Bachelor o~ Arts, ~eminary of Quebec.

1924- Bachelor of Scince, Seminary of Quebec.

192~ - LJoCl,or01 oJ.neology, Grand Seminary of t:.1uebec.

1928- Ordained priest by Cardinal Raymon~- Marie Rouleau, O.F.

Archbishop of ~uebec, on Sunday, Jane 17th, at SainL ~auveur

Church, Quebec.



1928-1930- Secretary of the Metropolitan Curia of Quebec.

1930- Mastel' 01' Ceremonies to Cardinal Raymond-Marie Rouleau

O.P. ArchbishOp o~ Quebec, on his mission to Rome for the

beatification' of the Canadian Mal'tYl's.

1930-1932- Private Secretary of Cardinal JeaniMarie kodrigue Vi~Le-

eneuve, O.~.I. Archbishiop of Quebec, the successor of

Cardina 1 ROl.llectl ..L.

~~32-3)- Superior Studies in Home.

-'

1935-

1936

1938

1938-

1940-

1942-

Doctor of Canonical ~aw An8ellco Pontifical, University of

Rome, and a diploma of the Bibliotueque Apostoligue Vaticane.

Organized the Second Week's mis~~on~r~e~ s~udies in Canada.

Thesis of his Dioctorat was pub~ished for parochial law.

Appointed Cancelor of the Archbishop 01 Qu~bec, and Vice

Official of the Metropolitan tribunal.

Nat~onal Secretary of the Clergy Missionary Union(French

Section) alHl or i-he ll/iissionaryCooperation National Committee~

Orgau.ized the first National Congress of the United Mission-

aries Cooperatlon.

1942-47- Appointed by the Episcopal Assembly presiue~t of ~lle

Catholic programs of tile lnterdioceses comlttee at State
Radio Place.

1939- Becci/Hea Member of the Uni versi ty in the teaching profession.

1943-

1939-4i-?~ofessor of Constitutional Law and Ecclesiastic procedure in

faculties of Canonical Law at Laval University. (first)

1944-47- Professor at Ottawa University.

Appointed by the Canadian Episcopal permanent Secretary of

the Conference Catholiq~e Canadienne, Ottawa.

1943-47-Appointed French (first) secretary of the Conference Catholique

of Ottawa.

1947- Called to kome and appointed State Secretary of Sacredness



1948-

and extrodinary Ecclestiastical Affairs.

Appointed by the Pope, auditor in charge of "ad interi~T'.

of the apostolic nunciature 01 Panama Affairs.

1951- Elevated to the ran~ of the Advisor of Nunciature.

1952- Appointed N~ncio Apostolic of Costa Pica and Panama

1957-

1957-

and titular Archbishop of Lattaquish and of Syria.

Elected to the See of Gaspe, September 9th.

Enthroned Bishop of Gaspe(third) on Wednesd~y, December 4th.

Note.1940- Made preparations for the publication of the Decrees of

the Uiocesin ~ynod.

-.23 J -
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A SHORT HISTORY OF THE SlffiINEOF OUR LADY OF SORROWS

POINT NAV:&RRE

The shrine began with the arrival of the first Servite, (Reverend

Father Jean ~~ie Watier) at the parish of Saint ~~jorique Fontenelle, after

Father Casey parish priest of Saint l1arjorique, at that time had exchanged

several letters with the Provincial of the Servites of Mary.

On January 23rd. 1938, the third Sunday after Epi~phany by the 4:30 p.m.

train, the }~ster of Novices and Professor of Ottawa, left the capital of Canada

for Gaspe, and from there to Saint Marjorique for the purpose of seeing if

this parish and the adjoining mission of Point Navarre could be accepted to

His Order.

In Narch of the same year, His Excellency Bishop F.X. Ross went to

ottawa to confer with the Provincial in order to obtain Fathers to take charge

of the parish of Saint }~jorique.

8e~TC,1Reverend Father J .H•.Watier of the order was appointed ~~ .)•••.~

of the widely scattered parish. He arrived at Gaspe, April 29th. by train.

Pierre Marie Fournier son of Evariste met the nw priest at the ~ation and brought

him to Saint Y.I8.1'jorique,

At the opening of the.Devotions of the month of }~y, Father Casey

announced to the faithful the arrival of the Servite Father to the parish and

then sang "Deo Gratias II.

On Hay 2nd. Father Watier paid his first visit to Point Navarre. There

he called at the school and interviewed the teacher, LAngelina NcCoY.~jMay 8th.,

the first mass of Point Navarre was celebrated in the little school at the end

of the bridge by Reverend Fahher Watier. The same day he visited an 88 yes:r

old man. (0. Vezina).

~~y 27th. H is Excellency Bishop Ross visited Father Watier.

May 28th., Father Lavigueur arrived from 9ttawa to work with Father
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Watier'as assistant priest.

Y~y31st. F8bher Casey left Saint l~jorique for Montreal.

June 1st. two neighbouring priests Father Vaillancourt and Father Rivard

visited Father Watier.

THE SlffilNE

OnNay8th. 1938 Father Hatier blessed the first statue of our Lady of

Sorrows. A gift of ReverendFather Beniot H.,J.iattempeof the order of the

Servites of ~~.

OnSaturday JUly 2nd. 1938 Bishop:F.X. Mss purchased from Henry Stanley

Sr. a plot of land for the purpose of, building a shrine. The following year

november13th•. the Sishop gave the land to the Servite Fatiliers.

December11th. 1938 the first donation 'Wasreceived from.Dr., C.E.Pouliot·,

whogenerously gave $50.00 tow.rds the construction of the shrine •.

HondayApril 17th•. 1939 Father Watier celebrated a mass in the forest

before the woodsmenbegan the workof cutting the wood(25,000 board feet)

which 'Wasto be used for the construction of the shrine.

OnFriday June 16th. 1939 the first sod was turned by Fabien Fournier

and the building work began.

OnTuesdayOctober 11th. 19a2'the feast of the Hotherhoodof the Blessed

Virgin the modest little shrine of our Lady of Sorrows, which stands against

a spruce grove on the slopes of Point Navarre over looking the beautiful waterss

of the DarthmouthRiver opened its doors to the faithful, and was blessed by his

Excellency F.X•.Ross Bishop of Gaspe.

October lith. 1943 workmenbegan to build a Servite monastery this

workwas completed in the summmerof 1946. OnFriday, August 31st. of the

sameyeaI' Father Hatier movedto the monasjoeryat Point Navarre and took over

the duties as priest iti charge of the shrine only. Hewas replaced at the parish

of SaihtLMa.rjoriqueby ReverendFather Coderre•.

-:<33 -
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July 15th., 1947'Mgr•. J•. S'~Mattevicar geberal of the diocese of Gaspe~

blessed the monumentof OurLady of Sorrowswhichn.m.sdonated to the shrine

by the kind pilgrims of,'Montreal.

In the monthof June 1947 a platform was laid qnd;an altar erected

near the shrine for the purpose of saying lIpenair mass as the chapell:s space

was inadequate to serve the large summergatherings.,

OnAugust 15th. of the sameyear ReverendFather Coderre, parish' priest

of Saint Narjorique celebrated the first open amr mass before a crowdedregional

pilgrimage which was gathered at the shrine.

Onthe mountainslope, at the rear of the shrine, there are seven

small monuments,scattered through a spruce grove, representing the Seven Sorrows

of Our.Blessed Mother, pious pilgrims spend muchtime praying before these small

monuments.,There is also in the grove, a huge luminousRosary out-etretching

its arms amongthe tree tops, that illuminate the outskirts of the hillock.

At the east side of the shrine in the midst of a decker lawn, there

is a beautiful pansy garden , that fragrant the air. The monumentof' Our Lady of

Sorrows stands facing the shrine at the dege of the Perron Boulevard which

winds alomgthe still wa.:Cersof the Darthmou:bh.

The beauty spots in Gaspeare manyand the delicate little shrine, a

paradise, is amongthem. During the Bummermonthsit attr~cts manyvisitors,

pilgrims, tourists and local citizens gather to pray, stroll in the grove and

view the scenery.

The pilgrims which began with the building of the shrine, increase

from year to year.

Hanywearied pilgrims cometo Our Lad)t'ls Shrine to confide to Her their

sorrows, griefs and to implore a request tfT a helping hand.

Already, in the younghistory of the J.ittle shrine Our Blessed Lady

has rendered manymiraculous favours.
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REV •. F A"TBER·JEAN MARIE: WATIER .

1945- Priest in :charge of the shrine of our Lady of Sorrows, Point NaVBl"re•
. I

1897- Born September 30th at st., A:hn&-de-Bellevue, Quebec.
Son of

Joseph Watier and ~~ie Louise Francoeur

Educated-'

Primary studies-Florence Italy.

Theology studies-Seminary of }funtreal.

1928-Grdained Priest by Cardinal Histrangelo

Assisted by auxilIary Bishop Carlo Bonario,

of Florence Italy on December22nd at Florence Italy.

1929-1938 At ottawa. Master of Novices.

1938-1945 Priest in charge of the parish'of Samnt,Marjori~e.

1945 Priest in charge of the shrine of our Lady of Sorrows, Point Navarre.

REV. FATHERGASTANH•. MARCOTTE.o.s.m.,

j!,~~8f-Assistant Priest at the shrine of our Lady of Sorrows, Point Navarre.

1928- Born Nay 2nd at: st.- Emelie, Quebec.
I

1956--~dained Priest by Cardinal Paul Emile Leger.

Ax chbishop of J.~ntreal, on June 29th at the chUEchof our Lady of Hontreal.
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